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Abstract

The National Military Museum, located within the Citadel of Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi in
Cairo, is considered one of the most prominent institutions dedicated to the display and
documentation of Egypt’s military heritage. The museum houses a distinguished collection of
weapons and military equipment spanning various historical periods, from ancient Egyptian
civilization to the modern era. Islamic arms—particularly swords—occupy a significant place
within this collection, reflecting the artistic and technical evolution of weapon-making in the
Islamic world. Within this context, the researcher has selected seven Islamic swords
preserved in the museum, which have not previously been the subject of any published
academic study, despite their notable historical and artistic value. This study aims to provide
a rigorous scholarly documentation of these specimens, analyzing their formal characteristics,
materials, ornamentation, and artistic style. It also seeks to compare them with similar
examples held in other museum collections in order to identify their distinctive artistic and
technical features. The research adopts a historical and descriptive-analytical methodology,
supported by direct examination and photographic documentation. The findings highlight the
significance of this group as an important resource for understanding the development of
arms manufacturing in the Islamic world and for documenting a vital aspect of Egypt’s
military heritage.

Keywords: Islamic Swords, National Military Museum, Citadel of Saladin, Islamic Weapons,
Weapon Manufacturing in Islam.
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