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Abstract

This research aims to shed light on the topic of the sharing economy in Egypt during the period
(2008-2024), using analytical and inductive approaches. This topic will be addressed with a
focus on the nature of the sharing economy, identify its advantages and disadvantages, and its
role in the development process. Also, learn about the size of the sharing economy globally,
regionally and locally. It also aims to assess the extent of its contribution to the development
of the Egyptian economy, as well as mechanisms to enhance this contribution to support its
positives and address its negatives, thus supporting the advancement of sustainable
development in Egypt in the long term.

In this context, it became clear that the sharing economy emerged as a result of the development
of information and communications technology as a new economic model, different from
traditional models. The sharing economy has spread as a global phenomenon in many
countries, including Egypt, where it has taken over numerous markets in various sectors such
as transportation, accommodation, services, and freelancing. Proponents of the sharing
economy claim that it has positive aspects that make it suitable for today's needs, making it
more sustainable than other traditional economic models, while opponents argue that it brings
many negatives. Some estimates indicate that the value of the sharing economy has increased
globally from $15 billion in 2013 to approximately $150 billion in 2023. The largest percentage
of sharing economy business models, and the largest in size and value, are located in the United
States and China. It has also spread to many Arab countries, especially the Gulf Cooperation
Council countries (the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the Sultanate of Oman, Kuwait and Bahrain).
The sharing economy has emerged in Egypt over the past ten years, growing at a rate of (15-
20%) annually. Since 2015 and over the course of five years, approximately 500 platforms for
collaborative economic activities have been developed, 50% of which relate to transportation,
39% to tourism entertainment services, and 11% to accommodation and housing. It also shows
that despite the weaknesses and threats facing the sharing economy in Egypt, it can contribute
to the development of the Egyptian economy in several aspects, such as combating
unemployment, reducing environmental pollution, reducing overall consumption, achieving
economic resilience, and supporting the tourism sector. Therefore, the growth of sharing
economy models and their contribution to the development of the Egyptian economy is
expected to increase in the future due to the strengths and opportunities of the sharing economy,
in addition to the Egyptian government's adoption of digital transformation strategies and the
integration of the informal sector. This will provide Egypt with a relatively favorable business
environment for these activities, especially those related to the tourism sector.

Key words
Sharing economy* sharing economy models¢ economic development¢ sharing economy in
Egyptt promoting the sharing economy in Egypt.
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