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Abstract:

This present study reviews the problem of preserving the Arab and Islamic heritage and antiquities in the
Palestinian interior (Israel). It discusses the general official policies towards this heritage in general,
reviewing the situation of the Arab towns that were displaced in the year of the Nakba (1948); then, the
Israeli national project was launched in 1965 called “Straightening the Land”, through which it
systematically bulldozed and destroyed the majority of the towns whose inhabitants had been displaced,
which exceeded 53) towns, not to mention the ancient Palestinian cities from which entire Arab
neighborhoods were removed; to the present time, with Israel continuing to target Arab antiquities and
landmarks that have withstood the systematic demolition, including targeting Islamic and Christian

cemeteries that have not been spared from exhumation and attacks.
Through this study, we look at the official Israeli policies that form a basis for understanding the situation
of the Arab heritage and antiquities that are still in existence and explain to us the neglect and negligence
that has occurred with those antiquities and heritage and help us to understand whether the
marginalization and failure to restore and preserve these antiquities is something natural or falls under

the intended official policies?
Keywords: Palestinian heritage; Judaization; Nakba; Jerusalem; Destruction of antiquities.
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