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The Issue of Al-Tanwir (Enlightenment) Between the
Islamic and Western Concepts

Alaa Hassan Gaber Ibrahim
Department of Creed and Philosophy, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Girls in Sohag, Al-Azhar University
Egypt.

Email: AlaaEbrahim78@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract: The concept of Enlightenment is considered
one of the issues that has preoccupied many, both supporters
and opponents, due to the understanding of the term and its
implications. Therefore, | aimed to shed light on the reality
of this term between Islamic and Western thought. |
discussed the definition of Enlightenment according to the
Islamic concept and the derivation of the word "Tanwir"
(enlightenment), citing the Holy Quran and clarifying that it
iIs a term derived from the light and the time of early
morning travels as mentioned in the Holy Qur'an. This
differs in form and substance from Enlightenment in the
Western concept, which is a philosophical movement that
began in the eighteenth century, believing in reason and
carried out by a group of philosophers in the face of tyranny
that stood against science and reason, restricted thought, and
hindered all sciences. Therefore, it was a reaction to a
specific stage characterized by stagnation and priesthood.
Consequently, Western Enlightenment philosophy called for
the exclusion and rejection of religion, and the denial of all
that is religious, replacing the worship of Allah with the
deification of reason and humanity after the so-called
Middle Ages or Dark Ages. Furthermore, | discussed the
factors that led to what is known as Western Enlightenment,
represented by the authority and corruption of the Church at
that time, and the accompanying tyranny of the Church, the
corruption of the Pope, the Church's intellectual
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suppression, the prevention of free scientific research, and
the establishment of the Inquisition to punish those who
deviated from the Church's authority, not to mention
indulgences and other forms of corruption that permeate the
books that chronicled this period. Then | concluded the
research with a chapter titled "between Tanwir and Tanwir,"
clarifying that Islam glorified reason, elevated its status, and
urged reflection and intellect, praising those endowed with
understanding and reason. It emphasizes that there is no
conflict between religion and reason, nor between religion
and science, unlike Enlightenment in the Western concept,
which came as a reaction to a distorted religion. The
research further clarifies that what applies to the West does
not apply to the Islamic religion, citing the Holy Quran, the
Prophetic Sunnah, and Islamic civilization, which filled the
world with light and knowledge in various fields for more
than ten centuries while Europe was immersed in the
darkness of ignorance. It demonstrates with evidence that
religion is what created this civilization, and not as claimed
by the misguided or those infatuated with Western
civilization.

Keywords: Islamic Enlightenment, Western
Enlightenment, Philosophy, Intellectual Renaissance.
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