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Abstract: The Brethren of Purity emerged as a 
philosophical group that sought inquiry and deep 
reflection on all aspects of existence. Their Epistles 
thus became an encyclopedic work encompassing 
philosophy in theology, literature, mathematics, and 
various sciences and fields of knowledge. In these 
epistles, they adopted an educational approach 
through which they addressed most of the intellectual 
disciplines of their time. They began with mathematics, 
believing it to be an essential gateway to the study of 
philosophical wisdom and a fundamental component 
for refining the intellect. This was followed by the study 
of rational psychology, which ultimately leads to divine 
laws—the culmination of knowledge and its highest 
purpose. The Brethren of Purity believed that their 
primary motivation for unity and collaborative effort 
was the corruption of religious law through ignorance 
and the intermingling of truth with falsehood, and that 
the only way to cleanse and purify it was through 
philosophy. Their philosophical discourse addressed 
the question of existence, in which they developed 
their own perspectives on being, nature, epistemology, 
and more. They also formulated a distinctive 
philosophical view of the human being, whom they 
considered a microcosm. Moreover, the Brethren 
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articulated a conception of God, acknowledging the 
existence of a deity who created and sustains the 
world and is the source of all goodness. They 
maintained that God is transcendent—free from 
movement, change, and imperfection. According to the 
Brethren, prophets were not sent merely to reform 
worldly affairs, but also to reform religion. The ultimate 
aim of prophecy, in their view, is to liberate souls from 
the realm of corruption, guiding them from suffering to 
salvation.

Keywords: Brethren of Purity, Epistles of Purpose, 
Sources of Existence, Divinity, Prophethood. 
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ٌّعجضأب١ا 

لخذ٠ٕا ٔبٟ لأُٔٙ 

 

                                                           

٤ج 

 



 

 

 .

 :

١ٌٙاْ

 

شى١ٍت

                                                           

 



 

 

٠ٕسبٙا

 

 .

                                                           

 

 

 



 

 

 :

 :

فخٙا

                                                           

 

 

ج 



 

 

 :

 :

.

ٌغشع

 .

ط

                                                           

ج  



 

 

ة

 

 

 عٍك

.سّٖٛ

 

جٍٙت

 :

 

                                                           

 

 

جٌٛذ حس١ٙش 

ج 



 

 

 .

. اٌّجشدة

: نقول  

فٍُ

                                                           

ج 

 

 



 

 

اٌحك

 .

ٔالظخُ أٔفسىُ لأٔىُ ف١ٍخحٍٝ

ثُ

جّعخُأثُ 

ِضلخُ

 اٌخشق 

ِّا

 .

                                                           

 

 ( ) 



 

 

ٌٍّضاج

ِٟ.

فماي

.

ٔب١ا

خٍك

 طٍٝ الله ع١ٍٗ ٚسٍُ 

ع١ٍُٙ اٌسلاَ

 

                                                           

 

 



 

 

.

 .

 

                                                           

 

ص



 

 

 .

.

هذا والله التوفيق



 

 

حظادٖٔسخجّع

أ

 :

 .

اٌسٍٙتس

 .

.

 .



 

 

 .

.

 .

سإلا 

 .

 .

 



 

 

 .

.

ٌعم١ٍت

 .

لسادس

 .

 



 

 

 

 . 

. 

 . 

 . 

 



 

 . 

، 

 . 

 . 

 ط

 

 . 



 . 



 



 

 . 

 



 

 



 . 

 . 

 . 



 

ْ٠ا

 



 



 

 . 



 

 



 . 

 . 

 



 

 

References 

1- The Holy Qur’an. 
 2-Ibn Sina in the Domain of the Brethren of Purity by Dr. 

Aref Tamrat, Beirut. 
. 3-The Brethren of Purity by Dr. Jabour Abd al-Nour, Dar 

Al-Ma’arif 
4-Dr. Jamil Salibat - Lebanese Encyclopedia, Beirut.  
. 5-Dr. Abd al-Karim Khalifa 
6-Akhbar al-‘Ulama’ bi Akhbar al-Hukama’ by Al-Qifti, Al-

Sa‘adah Press, Cairo  
7-The Brethren of Purity by Dr. Omar al-Dusuqi, Dar Nahdat 

Misr for Printing and Publishing, Cairo. 
8-The Brethren of Purity by Dr. Mustafa Ghalib, Dar 

Maktabat al-Hilal, Beirut. 
9-Figures in Arab Philosophy by Kamal al-Yaziji and Antoun 

Ghattas Karam, Beirut. 
10-The Early Abbasids by Dr. Farouk Emrat, Beirut.  
11-The Divine Aspect of Islamic Thought by Dr. Muhammad 

al-Bahi.  
12-Esoteric Movements in the Islamic World by Dr. 

Muhammad Ahmad al-Khatib, Al-Aqsa Library, Amman. 
13-Reconciliation Between Religion and Philosophy 

According to al-Farabi by Louis Gardet. 
14-Islam in Confrontation with Ancient Philosophies by 

Anwar al-Jundi, Lebanese Book Press. 
15- The Ismailis in the Qarmatian Period by Professor Sami 

Ayash, Beirut.  -  
16-Creed and Sharia in Islam by Goldziher, translated by Dr. 

Yusuf Musa and others, Dar Al-Kutub Al-Haditha, Cairo. 
17-Political Philosophy of the Brethren of Purity by Dr. 

Muhammad Farid Hijab, The Egyptian General Book 
Authority. 

18- Al-Fihrist by Ibn al-Nadim, Beirut.  



 

 

19- Al-Imta’ wa al-Mu’anasah by Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi.  
20- Deliverance from Error by Imam al-Ghazali.   
21-The Sects and Creeds by al-Shahrastani.  
22-History of Intellectual Movements in Islam by Bandali 

Jawzi, Beirut.  
23-History of Arab Thought Until the Time of Ibn Khaldun 

by Dr. Omar Farroukh, Beirut. 
24-History of Islamic Philosophy by Dr. Majid Fakhry, 

translated by Dr. Kamal al-Yaziji, United House, Beirut. 
25-History of Philosophical Thought in Islam, translated by 

Dr. Muhammad Ali Abu Rumman, Dar al-Nahda al-
‘Arabiyya. 

26-Studies in Islamic Philosophy by Dr. Abd al-Latif 
Muhammad al-Abd, Nahdat Library. 

. 27- The Encyclopaedia of Islam 
28-The Truth About the Brethren of Purity and the Loyal 

Friends by Dr. Aref Tamer, Beirut. 
29-The Treatise on Monotheism by Sheikh Muhammad 

Abduh, Dar Al-Ma’arif. 
30-Introduction to the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity by 

Dr. Butrus al-Bustani. 
31-From the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity and the Loyal 

Friends by Dr. Albert Nasri Nader, Catholic Press, 
Beirut. 

32-The Emergence of Philosophical Thought in Islam by Dr. 
Ali Sami al-Nashar, Dar Al-Ma’arif. 

33-Dictionary of the Vocabulary of the Holy Qur’an, The 
Egyptian General Organization for Authorship and 
Publishing, Cairo. 

34-The Epistles of the Brethren of Purity.  
35-On Ilm al-Kalam by Dr. Ahmad Sobhi, University Book 

House.   
 



 

 



 

 


