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The Desert Space in the Novel Bayna Rufuf al-
Ghayb (A Thematic Approach)

Rasha  Abdul Raouf Abdul Fattah  Al-Hebeishi
Department of Arabic Language and Literature (Literature
and Criticism Section), College of Arts and Sciences,
University of Najran, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: raelhebishy@nu.edu.sa

Abstract: The desert occupies a central position in
Arabic literature. It is not merely a geographical space, but
a symbol that reflects identity, socio-cultural
transformations, and psychological conflicts. This study
adopts the thematic approach, which focuses on
imaginative imagery, attempting to move beyond the
surface meaning of texts toward an expanded reading
rooted in the phenomenology of imagination. The study
aims to explore representations of the desert in the novel
“Bayna Rufuf al-Ghayb” (Between the Shelves of the
Unseen) by the Saudi writer Mohammed Khaled Muneef.
These representations are distributed across several major
axes, among them: the desert space as a site of alienation
and fragmented identity. In the novel, the desert appears
as an unknown expanse that mirrors a crisis of identity and
estrangement, as the individual grapples with the values of
a traditional society and the changes of the modern era.
Consequently, the desert becomes a mirror of the
psychological and social isolation experienced by the
novel’s characters, expressing a sense of self-loss in a

rapidly changing environment.Moreover, the desert in this

novel serves as a mirror for emotional and psychological
detachment. The protagonist suffers a psychological crisis
that drives him into isolation, and the desert space
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transforms into a symbol of sorrow and self-contemplation.
It reflects detachment from society and social
marginalization, as the protagonist feels alienated in his
own homeland and finds himself disconnected from the
surrounding reality. The study concludes that the
psychological disorientation resulting from the loss of
identity and the fragmentation between conflicting
affiliations renders movement through the desert an

internal reflection of the search for the self.

Keywords: Muneef, Thematic analysis, Solation,
Alienation, Search for self.
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