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Abstract

This study aims to analyze recent research trends in the semiotic studies of the
dramatic image through a comparative examination of Arab and foreign scholarly
production, with a focus on semiotic applications in cinema, television, advertising,
and digital streaming platforms. The researcher adopted the meta-analysis meth-
odology, a second-level analytical approach concerned with deconstructing and crit-
ically reviewing previous studies, using in-depth qualitative analysis supported by
quantitative indicators. The study sample consisted of 157 Arab and foreign studies
published between 2013 and 2025, including academic articles and scholarly theses
from various countries. The study found that foreign research is more diverse in
terms of the theories employed, whereas Arab studies show limited repetition in
theoretical frameworks. It also revealed that qualitative methodologies dominate in
both contexts; however, foreign studies tend to utilize more advanced and complex
analytical tools, such as visual discourse analysis and critical semiology, while Arab
studies often rely on traditional textual analysis. The findings indicated that foreign
studies view the dramatic image as a cultural discourse rich with multiple meanings
and worlds, while Arab studies tend to adopt a more direct contextual reading linked
to societal issues. The study also observed a notable scarcity of Arab research ad-
dressing the semiotics of images in advertising or digital platforms compared to their
foreign counterparts.

Keywords: Image in Cinema and Television— Cinema Semiotics— Semiotic Theories—
Visual Discourse.
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