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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the patterns of digital media use among youth and assess the impact
of these patterns on their awareness of cybersecurity risks. The study also seeks to analyze the
role of media in raising awareness of cybersecurity risks in the online environment, as well as the
challenges faced by youth in acquiring this awareness.

The Agenda-Setting Theory was used as the theoretical framework to analyze how the media
influences the prioritization of cybersecurity issues that are focused on, and to study the
interactive relationship between media and the audience in shaping cybersecurity awareness. The
study employed a descriptive analytical methodology, using various research tools such as
surveys and exploratory interviews to gather data on youth digital media use patterns and the role
of media in raising awareness of cybersecurity.

The results showed that youth primarily prefer platforms like TikTok and YouTube for
entertainment and educational content, with notable variations in their awareness of
cybersecurity risks. 65% of participants are aware of how to protect their personal data, but only
30% know how to identify phishing emails or other cybersecurity threats. The study also found
that awareness campaigns on social media platforms contributed to a 30% increase in youth
knowledge of basic cybersecurity concepts.

Regarding challenges, the study revealed that a lack of media awareness and a deficiency in
practical training to handle digital risks were the main obstacles youth face in acquiring
cybersecurity knowledge. Additionally, participants noted that some youth do not take
cybersecurity content seriously due to perceptions that it is boring or complex.

In conclusion, the study recommends improving online awareness campaigns through the use of
attractive visual content, and developing specialized educational programs to train youth on
digital protection techniques. It also calls for increased media coverage of cybersecurity issues
and enhancing cooperation between the government and the private sector to combat
cybersecurity risks, while encouraging academic research on this field.

This study contributes to enriching the understanding of the relationship between digital media
and cybersecurity, and offers effective strategies to guide youth toward safer internet use.
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Keywords: Digital Media, Cybersecurity, Youth Awareness, Social Media, Digital Threats,
Awareness Campaigns, Digital Culture, Data Protection, Safe Digital Behavior.
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