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Multimedia as a tool for bridging the gap between traditional
learning and digital education: a theoretical perspective

Preparation

Dr. Rabab Dawoud Al-Saffar

Associate Professor
The Public Authority for Applied Education and Training
College of Basic Education, Kuwait

Abstract:

This study aims to present a comprehensive theoretical framework for
employing multimedia as a tool to bridge the gap between traditional and
digital learning, in light of the rapid educational and technological
transformations. The research addresses the existing disparity between
classical print-based learning methods and modern digital platforms,
emphasizing the potential of multimedia to reshape learning
environments by integrating both models.The study explores the concept
of multimedia, the characteristics of both traditional and digital
education, and provides a pedagogical analysis of the educational gap
between the two systems. It reviews several international (e.g., Finland
and Singapore) and Arab (e.g., the Saudi experience) models of
multimedia integration in education. The research concludes that the gap
Is not merely technical but also stems from differences in educational
vision, institutional readiness, and teacher training.A theoretical model,
termed “Harmonized Learning,” is proposed. This model combines the
strengths of traditional instruction with the interactivity of digital
learning. It focuses on the intentional integration of multimedia in
content design, the development of hybrid classroom environments, and
the adoption of blended assessment tools. The research offers practical
recommendations for implementing this model in Arab educational
contexts, highlighting that investing in multimedia is no longer optional,
but essential to establishing a more effective and equitable learning
system.

Keywords: Multimedia - Tool - Gap - Traditional Learning - Digital
Education.
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