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Abstract:

Jean Hampton identifies three types of authority: decisiveness
authority, which is context-dependent; commitment authority, which
arises from personal psychological investment in a reason; and
metaphysical or objective authority, which is universal and binding on
all rational agents by virtue of their rational nature. While the first two
are influenced by context or personal commitment, objective authority
is independent of these factors. Hampton seeks to justify objective
authority by linking it to rational deliberation rather than traditional
metaphysical concepts.

Kantian deontology emphasizes the inherent dignity and
equality of individuals. It asserts that moral principles are binding
when a rational person can impose them on themselves,
demonstrating autonomy. People should never be treated merely as
means to an end, and all individuals deserve equal respect, regardless
of moral virtue or social hierarchy.

Jean Hampton examines the conflict between love,
forgiveness, and punishment, especially in light of Jesus' teachings.
She discusses the difficulty of reconciling the duty to love and forgive
enemies with the belief that wrongdoers deserve punishment.
Hampton questions whether all individuals have inherent decency and
highlights the need to balance mercy with justice, advocating for

resisting judgment to allow for compassion.

Key words: Authority, Punishment, Forgiveness, Justice, Autonomy.
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