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Summary:

Masks are among the oldest forms of art known to many
civilizations and cultures throughout history.They reflect aspects

of religious, philosophical, social, and political beliefs.African
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artists used symbolism to express their ideas and meanings,
enriching the field of mask-making with countless remarkable
expressions.African masks had a profound influence on modern
Western art; many artists were significantly inspired by them.Their
artistic styles, shaped by African art, aimed to portray the world
from the subject’s perspective—despite not fully understanding
the meanings or intentions behind the original African artworks
and their unknown creators.
Masks have continued to be used in various events, such as
carnivals and traditional celebrations.This research aims to
develop contemporary artistic formulations in painting, inspired by
the symbolic and stylistic features of African masks.It contributes
to enhancing the artistic experience and creative capabilities of
students in fine arts and art education, while also reinforcing the
trend of drawing inspiration from heritage as a source for
innovation and artistic development.
The research is built on three main pillars: materials and
techniques, masks, and colors it aims to The current research
aims to develop contemporary plastic formulations in photography
based on symbolic artistic features in African masks by drawing
inspiration from African masks by reformulating them with a
contemporary vision, and also aims to emphasize the importance

of inspiration from heritage to move towards innovation .
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