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Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to explore the role of Saudi universities in
supporting and activating social innovation to enhance the achievement of sustainable
development goals in light of the Kingdom's Vision 2030. This was accomplished
through an empirical analysis of the views of social innovation officials in public
universities. The study employed a qualitative research methodology using semi-
structured interviews, applied to a purposive sample of (11) participants representing
universities from various regions of the Kingdom. The results indicated that Saudi
universities are playing advanced roles in the field of social innovation, including the
establishment of specialized units, integrating innovation concepts into curricula, and
implementing training programs and community initiatives that serve sustainable
development goals, with a clear focus on issues related to the environment, education,
health, and equality. The findings also revealed structural challenges facing this role,
most notably the ambiguity of the concept, weak institutional awareness, a shortage of
specialized academic competencies, limited funding, weak community partnerships,
and the absence of a unified national framework for university social innovation. In
light of these results, the study provided a set of practical recommendations calling for
the formulation of a national regulatory framework, the establishment of specialized
centers, the development of Arabic knowledge content, the enhancement of funding
and partnerships, and the systematic and sustainable integration of social innovation
into higher education strategies.
Keywords: Social Innovation, Saudi Universities, Sustainable Development, Vision
2030.
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