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Abstract:

This study examines the concept of justice as developed by
"Rainer Forst" (1964-.......), a key thinker in the Frankfurt School and
Critical Theory. Forst defines justice based on the principle of
justification, viewing it as a liberating process that ensures
individuals' autonomy and their active role in shaping social and
political relations.

Forst argues that justice is not just about distributing
resources. Instead, it involves fighting injustice and domination.
Achieving justice requires building institutions that allow public
discussions about whether social structures—such as political,
economic, and legal systems—are fair. In this sense, legitimacy
means that society accepts these structures as just and fair, based on
rights, justice, and equality.

Forst also highlights that power imbalances and global
inequalities call for a critical view of justice that considers both local
and international contexts. This perspective aims to create a fairer
system on both national and global levels.

This study uses an analytical approach to examine Forst’s ideas
and compare them with traditional theories that focus only on
distributing benefits. The analysis shows that Forst prioritizes the
political aspect of justice, arguing that justice is not just about
economic distribution—it must also include individuals in defining
fairness itself. This idea is explored in comparison with other justice
theories.

The study concludes that justice is more than just sharing
resources. It requires institutions that let people take part in shaping
social structures. Moreover, justice must consider global power
dynamics and economic inequalities when analyzing political issues.

Keywords: Justification, Justice, Virtue, Equality, Liberalism.
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