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The Core of Philosophical Thought in the
Andalusian Rationalist School: Between
Foundational Stumbles and the Shift Toward
Political Philosophy (92-897 AH/711-1492 AD)

Nawal Farhan Muhammad Al-Khaldi
King Faisal University - Al-Ahsa - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Email: 0S-khaldi@hotmail.com
Abstract:

This research explores the emergence of philosophy in Andalusia and the
tensions between philosophers, political and religious authorities, and society—
particularly during the early centuries (2nd—4th H./8th—10th C.E.). In this
period, thinkers often concealed their philosophical ideas behind religious or
rational sciences to avoid persecution. The Umayyads and Maliki scholars
sought to suppress philosophical activity, yet philosophical thought persisted,
gaining momentum with the fragmentation of the Umayyad state and the rise of
the Taifa kingdoms. Although the Almoravids later attempted to suppress
philosophy, it survived and flourished under the Almohads in the 7th H./13th
C.E., supported by the translation and dissemination of Greek, Roman, and
Eastern Islamic works. This era witnessed a flood of bold and diverse
philosophical ideas, diverging from earlier thinkers like Ibn Massarrah and Al-
Raeini, who did not engage in political philosophy. The rationalist school,
however, integrated epistemology and politics, emphasizing reason as central to
both knowledge and governance. These philosophers viewed the relationship
between philosophy and politics as organic—akin to the brain and nervous
system—advocating for a political system grounded in critical thinking,
intellectual freedom, and the values of the ideal city. Their work marked the rise
of politically engaged Andalusian philosophy.

Key Words: Andalusia, The Science Of Philosophy , Logic , The Theory
Of Knowledge , Political Philosophy .
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