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The Educational Efforts of the Council of Senior Scholars at Al-Azhar

Al-Sharif An Analytical Study in Light of Its Objectives

Abdul Rab Al-Rasoul Suleiman Muhammad*, Ibrahim El-Sayed
Mohamed Hegazy

Department of Islamic Education, Faculty of Education for Boys,
Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

E-mail: (abdrbalrasol@azhar.edu.egabrahymhjazy331(@gmail.com)

Abstract:

The study aimed to track the educatignal efforts of the Council
of Senior Scholars at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif retgardmg some societal
issues since, its establishment in 1911 AD, ungl the present era. The
study was limited to the Council’s efforts in five issues: (defending
Islam  and refuting the doubts raised about it, defending _the
Palestinian cause, Spreading Al-Azhar education, the issue of the
family and children, and the issue of extremism and terrorism), The
study used a descriptive approach to monitor the educational ¢fforts

rovided by the Council and to reveal some of the obstacles facm%
he Council in achieving its goals. This was achieved throu
documents and records that published its work and achievements. It
also used a historical approach to trace the origins and development
of the Council of Senior Scholars since its inception. The study
included five axes after the introduction of the introduction to the
study, its problems, objectives, limits and methodology. The first
axis represented an introduction to the Council of Senior"Scholars in
terms of its origing, objectives and means. The second axis included
the_educationaf efforts of the Council in some of the issues that it
defined for itself in its bylaws and executive regulations, The third
axis shed light on some of the obstacles facing the Council, whether
they were material, technical, administrative, scientific or other
obstacles. As for the fourth axis, the researchers presented some
Pro;fzosals that, if adopted, might lead to more¢ educational efforts in
he Tield of the Council’s work and achieving its objectives. The fifth
axis included a summary of the results,” recommendations and
proposals. The study concluded that the Council of Senior Scholars
at Al-Azhar Al-Sharif is one of the oldest institutions in the history
of the nation in_general and in the history of our beloved Egypt in
}(ajartlcular which was established by Law No. (10) of 1911 AD. The

ouncil also had its goals that it worked to achieve from the first
moment of its formation. The Council was keen for these goals to be
consistent and in line with the burdens 1ll)laced lgaon it, and to be
indicative of the Council’s response to the new developments and
changes of the era. The scholars of the Council of Senior Scholars
were never isolated from the issues of the nation and the events it
witnessed. Their scholarly efforts were not limited to performing
their academic roles in thé Council only but rather included various
aspects of life. Whaoever studies their biographies before and during
their membership in the Council finds that they were an active
element in these 1ssues and events, and that they were at the scale of
the nation’s beating heart that lived its pains and hopes.

Keywords: Educational efforts, Council of Senior Scholars, Al-
Azhar Al-Sharif, an analytical stud
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