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The Problem of employing the Prophetic Traditions to impugn
the Companions of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him)
(Khalil Abdul- Karim as a Model)

By: Mohammed Bahaa Al- Nour Abdel- Raheem Othman
Department of Osoul Al- Deen

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Cairo
Azhar University. Egypt

Abstract

This research paper demonstrates the issue of employing the Prophetic
Traditions to impugn the companions of the Prophet. This attitude can be
understood as a natural outcome of their despair since the attackers failed to
undermine the status of the companions of the Prophet or diminish them
relying on false evidence and blatant claims that have no proof or evidence.
Moreover. those attackers resorted to the Hadiths that narrate some of the

mistakes or incidents that the Companions fell into but they quickly returned.
repented such deeds and turned back to the right path. However. the attackers

took them as evidence for their doubts and attacks. The liberal writer (Khalil
Abdul- Karim) and his book (The Society of Yathrib - The Relationship
between Men and Women in the Muhammadan and Caliphate Eras) has been
chosen for this study as a model for these challenges. The paper examined the
attacks directed to the Companions through the Hadiths of the book.

highlighting their value in the scale of scientific criticism. and how far they

are valid for employment as evidence to attack the Companions. The research
paper has relied on three approaches. The inductive approach is used for
examining the Hadiths employed by Khalil Abdul- Karim to impugn the
companions of the Prophet whereas the analytical approach is utilized to
study the criticism directed to the Companions through the Hadiths that are
the subject of this study. discussing them in an objective scientific manner.
and responding to them. In addition. the critical approach is utilized to
criticize the narrations that Khalil Abdul- Karim used as evidence to attack
the Companions. The paper has studied those narrations and judged them.
The research paper has concluded that it is not correct to employ these hadiths
to attack the Companions as they are innocent of everything that was falsely
and slanderously attributed to them.

Key words: problem. employ. prophetic traditions (Hadiths). impugning the

Companions of the Prophet.
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