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Sayed Hamed Al-Nassaj's efforts in criticizing the short
story between theory and practice.
Mona Gamal Hassan Ali
Department of Rhetoric, Criticism, and Comparative
Literature, Faculty of Dar al-Ulum, Cairo University,
Egypt. _
Email: monagamal029@gmail.com
Abstract:
This research aims to reveal Al-Nasaj’s critical thought in the
art of the short story in his books that he wrote in criticism of
the story, and to discuss the artistic issues that it raises, and to
reveal the features of this critical approach that the critic
adopted in evaluating stories of different authors; in order to
clarify the features of his critical approach, and to identify his
role in the course of story criticism. The research attempts to
identify Al-Nasaj’s thought with what distinguished him from
refined taste and comprehensive awareness of everything new
in the art of the story, and extensive knowledge of Arabic and
Western literature alike, Dr. Sayed Hamed An-Nassaj (1936-
1996), an Egyptian academic literature professor, played a
major role through criticizing Egyptian short stories. He
tracked the Egyptian short story from its inception to the last
stage of its development. Despite his prominent role in
criticizing the short story, he never got the attention he
deserved. He dedicated his life to serve culture by tracing
works of short story writers of his time, and spend long
months with them, searching and exploring, hoping to find
the thread to a short artistic story that differ in form and
content from the long story. This article attempts to introduce
Dr. Sayed Hamed An-Nassaj, using a descriptive approach to
reveal his efforts in establishing the art of short story on both
the theoretical and practical levels. This article clarifies the
significant impact his efforts had on short story criticism in
its historical context, and pauses to consider the features of
An-Nassaj critical approach.
Keywords: Sayed Hamed An-Nassaj, Egyptian short story,
Short story development, Critical reading in its
theoretical and applied aspects.
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