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Cultural Patterns in the Poetry of Badr Shakir al-Sayyab
Qalam Allah wu Gelan
PhD in Arabic, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty
of Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt.
Email: oranwul995@qgg.com
Abstract:
This research seeks to explore the cultural patterns implicit in
Al-Sayyab's poetry and analyze their manifestations through
its content, symbols, and expressive styles. The research
focuses on how he employs heritage and the political and
social connotations inherent in his texts, as well as exploring
the mythological and religious dimensions of his poetic
experience. It also attempts to reveal Al-Sayyab's awareness
of these patterns, and whether he reproduces them or attempts
to deconstruct and transcend them. Thus, this study does not
only aim to analyze Al-Sayyab's poetry from an aesthetic
perspective, but also seeks to plumb the depths of the cultural
discourses intertwined within it and understand the
mechanisms of interaction between the poetic text and
society. This contributes to enriching critical studies on
modern Arabic poetry.This study derives its significance
from its examination of a major poet who enjoys widespread
attention in critical studies and beyond. The research is
grounded in one of the critical approaches, namely "cultural
patterns,” due to its ability to reveal the perspective of
creativity and the social pathways that contributed to shaping
this perspective, making it a valuable tool for textual analysis,
A text serves as a cultural sign before being merely an
aesthetic value. Therefore, the choice of the poet ( Badr
Shakir al-Sayyab) stems from the deep cultural engagement
reflected in his works and the way their semantic structures
are largely drawn from this cultural dimension. In this study,
the researcher adopts the cultural reading approach, which
aims to analyze phenomena by tracing them back to their
cultural origins. This approach provides a broad framework
that accommodates various critical methodologies.
Keywords: Cultural patterns, Poetry, Badr Shakir al-Sayyab,
Poetic content, Symbols.
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