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Abstract

The border dispute between Israel and Lebanon is one of the
most complex geopolitical issues in the Middle East,
transcending a mere geographical disagreement to become a
strategic conflict impacting regional security and energy stability.

This research examines the dimensions of the maritime
border dispute between the two countries, focusing on its
implications for the exploitation of natural resources in the
exclusive economic zone, particularly Block 8 and 9. The
research also discusses the economic, political, and strategic
ramifications of the dispute and analyzes the diplomatic efforts
aimed at resolving it.

The research reviews international legal frameworks related
to maritime boundary delimitation, such as the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), as well as
diplomatic initiatives, including U.S. mediation efforts and
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partial delimitation agreements. Additionally, the study proposes
potential solutions, such as resorting to international arbitration,
enhancing regional energy cooperation, and developing Lebanese
policies to ensure effective utilization of offshore resources.

The research concludes that the lack of a final border
agreement hinders foreign investment in Lebanon’s energy
sector, leading to significant economic losses. Furthermore, the
dispute contributes to heightened political and military tensions
between the two sides. Accordingly, the research recommends
intensifying diplomatic efforts, fostering regional cooperation,
and utilizing international legal frameworks to safeguard
Lebanon’s rights to its maritime resources and ensure energy
stability in the region.

Keywords: Border dispute, Lebanon, Israel, energy security,
maritime boundary delimitation, exclusive economic zone,
natural gas.
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14 Assessment of Undiscovered Oil and Gas Resources of the Levant Basin
Province - Eastern Mediterranean, USGS, March 12, 2010, accessed on
25/10/2022, available at the following link:
www.pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2010/3014/
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Agreement, accessed on 15/8/2024, available at the following link:
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