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Iranian Presence in the Horn of Africa and the Security of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Abstract

The Horn of Africa holds strategic significance in the policies
and ambitions of major international powers vying for global
leadership and engaging in both regional and international
conflicts. The region is of particular importance to the national
security of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Moreover, Iran’s
ambitions in the region are clearly evident through its activities
and movements, which align with its broader strategy in
Southwest Asia. This study aims to explore the expansion of
Iranian influence in the Gulf and Red Sea regions and its
implications for the security of Saudi Arabia. The significance of
this research lies in its focus on a highly sensitive security issue
that affects both regional stability and the internal security of the
Kingdom. The study employs a descriptive methodology, which
is suitable for analyzing the phenomenon and its developments.
The findings reveal a strong correlation between internal and
regional security and indicate that both Iranian and Zionist
strategies in the Horn of Africa pose a significant threat to the
security of Saudi Arabia in particular, and to Arab national
security in general.

Keywords: Internal Security — Regional Security — Iranian
Strategy — Zionist Strategy
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You have Somalia, Eritrea and Djibouti across the strait and
having been Director of Saudi intelligence, | was very aware of
the Dahlak Islands of Eritrea.

One of them is leased to Israel and one is leased to Iran. You can
imagine how that affects Saudi security considerations; these
Islands are only 200 Km from the Saudi coast and have to be
taken into account by Saudi Arabia and its friends.
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