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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR January 26, 1961
THE PRESIDENT

Preliminary investigation of some of the possibilities inherent
in the Food For Peace Program has led me to the conclusion
that one of the early steps we might take is the establishment
of special Food For Peace Missions to Africa, Latin America
and possibly southeast Asia.

In some of the countries that would stand to gain the most from

an expanded food assistance program, there is very little knowledge
about the possibilities for such assistance from U. S. food distri-
bution programs. I am also advised that American overseas
personnel in some of these same countries are not as conversant
with U. S. food programs as is desirable.

If a small team of experts composed of representatives from the
Foreign Agricultural Service, I. C. A., and the State Department
organized and directed by my office could be sent to each of the
three areas mentioned, such teams could be effective in acquainting
both U. S. personnel and the foreign governments involved with the
procedures to be followed in securing U. S. food commodities.

The approach of such special missions should be to inform the
beneficiary countries of our desire to learn their needs and of
U. S. food assistance programs that might be used to meet such
needs. It is probable that two or three days of consultation in
each country would be sufficient time for the special mission to

do its work.

GEORGE McGOVERN
Director, Food For Peace

Source: https://www jfklibrary.org/asset-viewer/archives/jfkpof-078a-
010#?image_identifier=JFKPOF-078a-010-p0002
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 11, 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE PRESIDENT

Food For Peace is continuing to make progress in transforming
P.L. 480 from an instrument primarily of surplus disposal.
Increasingly, we are using our agricultural commodities as a
resource to assist in achieving our foreign policy goals.

Our people-to-people programs are reaching more needy over -
seas than ever before -- 92 million people a day are receiving
some form of supplementary ration as "a gift from the people
of the United States of America''. Through voluntary agencies
this fiscal year we are distributing more than 3-1/2 billion
pounds of U.S. food, an increase of one -half billion pounds.
The new food-for-wages program is reaching 5 million people.

Food For Peace sales programs developed by the Department of
Agriculture during the last six months totaled almost $375 million
more than in the previous six-month period. These programs
are creating agricultural markets for the United States., and they
are saving dollar outflow by substituting food for dollars in over-
seas U.S. expenses and foreign assistance programs.

Attached is a preliminary summary report on the Food For Peace
program reflecting activities during calendar 1962.

- — !
L.
icfxard W euter

Special Assistant to the President
Director, Food For Peace

Enclosure

Source, https://www.jfklibrary.org/asset-viewer/archives/jtkpof-
079-002#71mage identifier=JFKPOF-079-002-p0001
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PL 480 Programs for UAR (Egypt)

(millions of dollars)

FY 1960 FY 1961 FY 1962
Title | 73.2 80.3 123.7

Title Il (Emergency relief due to floods — — 29.1

and insect infestation)

Title Il 8.2 22.5 27.5

Total 81.4 102.8 180.3

Breakdown by Commodities

(millions of dollars)

FY 1960 FY 1961 FY 1962

Wheat 57.5 75.4 76.6

Corn 5.4 5.4 43.3

Edible Oils 4.0 6.6 31.2
Other—including ocean transept. 14.5 15.4 29.2
Total 81.4 102.8 180.3

Source: FRUS, 1961-1963, volume xvii, near east, 1961-1962,249.
memorandum from the administrator of the agency for international

development (Hamilton) to president Kennedy, Washington, April 14, 1962, p
625-626

=11 -



Sedl radlie cay gana (VAT ANY) Ll daf e el3 alipyg (g3 g

(°) Gk
141Y Al alad) ce aSlad) Jal (o o130 gralip il piags did
Jal e sl el a8 4S0aY) chaliall  Jlea] cualy 135l Gadle
OsilE e @l Ll Y Jo¥1 ) e el (122,188,640,700 2Dl
¥ 279,000,000 &N Gl Yss 1,418,713,000 Js¥) ol <€A
ames Nsd 93,815,000 abll llly Ny YYo,w vy bl bl
Al 8 22592,676,310  sa ot

January 11, 1963

PRELIMINARY
SUMMARY REPORT ON THE FOOD FOR PEACE PROGRAM
FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1962

SALES PROGRAMS

TITLE I (local currency sales)

Agreements signed (export market value including
ocean transportation

Last six months of 1962 $ 888, 713, 000
First six months of 1962 530, 000, 000
Total $ 1,418,713,000

TITLE IV (sales on long-term dollar credit)

Agreements signed (export market value including
ocean transportation

Last six months of 1962 $ 51,975, 000
First six months of 1962 41, 840, 000
Total $ 93, 815, 000

BARTER (Title III)

Contracts negotiated

ILast six months of 1962 $ 4, 500, 000
First six months of 1962 67, 500, 000
Total $ 72, 000, 000

DONATION PROGRAMS

TITLE II (emergency and economic development grants)

Last six months of 1962 $ 183,414, 700
First six months of 1962 95, 698, 000
Total $ 279, 112, 700
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DONATIONS PROGRAMS (contd, )

TITLE III (donations through Voluntary Agencies)

$ Value of programs as of Dec. 31, 1962 $325,000, 000
$ Value of programs as of Dec. 31, 1961 285,000, 000

TOTAL VALUE OF FOOD FOR PEACE PROGRAMS
FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1962

TITLE I $ 1,418,713,000
TITLE II 279,112, 700
TITLE III (Voluntary Agencies) 325,000, 000
TITLE III (Barter) 72,000, 000
TITLE IV 93, 815, 000

Total $ 2,188, 640, 700

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE REACHED THROUGH
DONATION PROGRAMS DURING 1962

TITLIE 1T
Section 201 (emergency grants) 13, 468, 250
Section 202 (economic
development) 4,208,060
TITLE III 75,000, 000
Total number of recipients 92, 676, 310

FOREIGN CURRENCIES GENERATED BY TITLE I SALES
(last six months of 1962)

Dollar equivalent Percent

U.S. uses in foreign countries $ 111,492,000 12,5
Grants for common defense 94, 563, 000 10. 6
Cooley loans to private industry 47, 745, 000 5. 4
Loans for economic development 603, 404, 000 68.0
Grants for economic development 31, 509, 000 3.5

Total $ 888,713,000 100. 00

Source: https://www.jfklibrary.org/asset-viewer/archives/jtkpof-079-

002#?1mage _identifier=JFKPOF-079-002-p0001
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John F. Kennedy and the Food for Peace (1961-1963)

Abstract

This research deals with the Food for Peace Program during
the era of US President John F. Kennedy (1961-1963), one of the
economic aid programs and a tool of US foreign policy towards the
world. The program began during the era of President Eisenhower
after the issuance of Law 480 of 1954. John F. Kennedy relied on
the Food for Peace Program to support and win the support of
peoples and governments around the world. It was used for political
purposes within the framework of the Cold War and the conflict
with the Soviet Union. President Kennedy began by appointing a
committee during his election campaign in 1960 to provide
recommendations and proposals for developing the Food for Peace
Program. Since assuming office on January 20, 1963, Kennedy
relied on the Food for Peace Program in US foreign policy and
appointed George McGovern as director of the program. He also
visited delegations to various countries around the world to discuss
concluding agreements with the United States to obtain food within
the framework of the Food for Peace Program, which achieved
great success in obtaining American food for more than 100
countries around the world. Kennedy did not aim, through
exporting American food surpluses, to get rid of agricultural
surpluses only, but also to achieve the United States’ political and
economic goals of global domination. Based on interest Under the
Presidential Program, Congress approved large financial
allocations for the food program, which contributed to the export of
agricultural surpluses to various countries around the world.

Keywords: United States, John F. Kennedy, Food for Peace, US
economic aid, Act 480.
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