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Abstract:

Since the dawn of history, birds have held a
special place in the hearts of the ancient
Egyptians. They were influenced by birds and
were eager to paint them on the walls of temples
and tombs because of their religious significance;
thus, they symbolized the cycle of life and death,
as their ability to fly symbolized the soul’s journey
to the afterlife. The ancient Egyptian artist used
birds to express various topics such as hunting
trips, donating offerings, and fun gatherings. The
fact that birds always twitter and seem as if they
gossip has created the imagined fantasy that birds
have similar feelings to humans and that they can
organize their societies and relationships.

Despite the artistic changes that have occurred in
Egyptian artworks in modern and contemporary
painting, birds have remained one of the
prominent aesthetic elements. Artists did not stick
to the boundaries of traditional bird symbolism;
instead, they sought to further expand the artistic
norms. Some artists used the bird to symbolize the
soul, and others used birds to represent joy and
pleasure, while others used birds to denote
pessimism.

The research sheds light on the works of a group
of modern and contemporary Egyptian artists,
who used birds in their artworks, such as Abdel
Hadi El-Gazzar, Gazbia Sirry, Zeinab El-Seginy,
Mustafa El-Feki, Rabab Nimr, Abdel Wahab Abdel
Mohsen, Reda Abdel Rahman, Gehan Fayez, Yassin
Haraz, Randa Fakhry, Aly Said, Mohamed Eid, and
Mohamed El-Beheiry.
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