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"The Symbol in Contemporary South African Monodrama: Around
the Fire as a Case Study"

Abstract:

The current study aimed to identify how symbols are employed in contemporary
African monodrama, relying on a sample represented by the theatrical performance
"Around the Fire", which is one of the contemporary African monodrama
performances, based on a dance poem, which helped in employing symbols to a large
extent, especially since the performance adheres to many traditional features in
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African theater, which are based on many symbols, in addition to its interest in
integrating dance and singing into the fabric of theatrical performances. The
researcher relied on the semiotic approach, due to its ability to produce meanings
through signs and symbols within the theatrical performance, and the study reached
several results, the most prominent of which are:

1. The multiple symbolic patterns that appeared in the play "Around the Fire"
between generative and natural symbols.

2. The reliance on symbols helped reinforce the features of the monodrama.

3. The reliance on the chorus did not detract from the monodrama's essential
value in reinforcing the singularity of the main character.

Keywords: Symbol, monodrama, South Africa, contemporary, around the fire.
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now her mother she knew that the
daughter was a bully so she offered to buy
me another one but i said no because i
wanted to hold on to my anger

and even long after her detention and
and my blisses had gone away still that book
told a story

it took my sister like almost six months
to convince me to stop being petty and to at
least put on a new cover

worse and that book was my protest
against the abuse and my mother hated that
book
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her in public -

did i want the neighbors to know that
antonette jacobs could not afford new
things for her girls i didn't know how to tell
her that it wasn't about her but me for once
that i had the power i snatched it from the

fire
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