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Abstract: 

While modern constitutions specify the powers and legal systems 

of governments, they often lack clarity regarding the authority of 

governments following resignation or during caretaker periods. 

The variance in government intervention-whether during normal 

operations or in exceptional circumstances-necessitates that the 

powers of a resigned government expand or contract as needed. 

Although historical practice has created a settled constitutional 

custom in parliamentary systems (such as in Belgium), Tunisia’s 

young constitutional experience with a mixed system has revealed 

ambiguity and disagreement among political forces regarding the 

legal status of caretaker governments. This has led to legal 

challenges amid political tensions, as parliamentary blocs seek 

alliances to form majorities and create governments. These 

prolonged periods, as seen in Lebanon, provoke harsh criticism of 

governmental function. Therefore, coordination between 

constitutional institutions is necessary to overcome the 

shortcomings of the adopted political system. French judicial 

precedents have produced decisions that may serve as 

interpretative grounds for limiting the movement of caretaker 

governments by linking them to the principle of continuity of 

public service. 
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