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Formations of human oppression in the literature of Naguib Mahfouz 

Bayn al-Qasrayn novel.. as a model 

 

Summary 

Research problem: The main question: What about the Formation of human 

oppression and tyranny as expressed by Naguib Mahfouz in his novel " Bayn al-

Qasrayn novel"?. 

The importance of the research stems from Naguib Mahfouz's literature, which  

enjoys global interest,Furthermore, the character of Sayyid Ahmed Abd al-

Gawad in his novel Bayn al-Qasrayn has become a byword in human oppression 

and tyranny of masculinity 

 Research objectives:This research aims to: 

- Identify the images of oppression as reflected in the novel Bayn al-Qasrayn. 

- Monitoring the images of human oppression practiced by the oppressor (male) 

over the oppressed (female), as present in the novel Bayn al-Qasrayn. 

- Exploring images of oppression during the period in which the the novel's 

events take place is the research . 

Research methodolgy: this study utilizes a descriptive approach to analyzing 

and addressing the novel. 

Research results: 
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-Naguib Mahfouz was able to express the dreams, pains and aspirations of the 

Egyptian people, as well as his honest portrayal    of the oppression of the lower 

class,whether represented by the, oppression of the individual or by the 

oppression of the ruling authority by the ruled. 

- The character of Amina, the  wife of Sayyid Ahmed Abd al-Gawad,becomes  a 

model for a woman who rarely made mistakes throughout her life,yet  

neverheless experienced the most     severe forms of male oppression and 

tyranny. 

- The character of Sayyid Ahmed Abd al-Gawad appears to exploit her paternal 

authority, as evidenced by his wife,and everyone around him.  

the novel " Bayn al-Qasrayn depicts the oppression and tyranny of the British 

occupation of  Egyptian society during the period in which the novel's events 

take place. 

Although Sayyid Ahmed Abd al-Gawad is the oppressive male authority in this 

novel,he himself is subjected to oppression. 

Naguib Mahfouz uses the narrative style of instantaneous descriptive 

narrative,anticipation,and flashback in his novel.    
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4    Kim-UWG-LHL: The vocabulary of oppression in the old tertament :SOYNH, LH, and-8-   انظر 

congeners. DREW University – 1981, pages; 6 - 8. 
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