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Liability Arising from Facilitating the Death of a

Patient: A Jurisprudential Study
Fatimah bint Fahd Saleh Al-Sanaitan,
Department of Comparative Jurisprudence, College of
Sharia and Islamic Studies, Qassim University, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.
Email: f.f.sanitan@gmail.com
Abstract:
One of the significant contemporary issues that has emerged
in several countries and resulted in serious religious and
social problems is what is known as facilitating the death of a
patient. It is an idea that originated long ago and spread in
materialistic Western countries that are driven by utility,
lack patience in the face of hardship, and whose people are
distressed by any harm that befalls them. This notion then,
unfortunately, found its way into many Muslim countries,
where patients and their families began to lack patience
during trials, leaning toward ending what they perceive as a
problem as quickly as possible. As a result, some may resort
to agreeing with a doctor to end the patient’s life to relieve
them from pain and suffering. This might occur through an
agreement with some family members, or it may be done by
the doctor under the claim of mercy and compassion, wishing
to spare the patient from pain-as if he is more merciful than
the Creator who decreed the illness. This raises the question
about the ruling on such actions and the liability that results.
The doctor may perform the act himself, or the patient may
request it and permit his own killing to be relieved from pain,
or it may be initiated by the patient’s family. Regardless of
the motivation-be it out of mercy and compassion or a desire
to hasten death due to the high cost of care-the issue varies
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depending on the country where it occurs. However, it is not
limited to a specific Muslim country. As mentioned, this issue
has arisen in many Muslim nations, and Islamic
jurisprudence does not pertain to a single country; rather, it
Is global in origin and application. This study discusses these
Issues in an introduction, two main sections, a conclusion,
and a bibliography.

Key words: Death - Patient - Liability - Resulting - Killing.
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