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ABSTRACT

Narrative handscrolls are considered one of Japan's most prominent art forms, through them, the art
of painting developed. It was a purely Japanese art form, devoid of any foreign influences from the
mainland. Handscrolls are an important part of Japanese art history, having had a significant impact
on many forms of narrative art. As they were considered a precursor to modern comics and animation.
This research aims to examine the illustrations of narrative handscrolls during the 12" and 13"
centuries in Japan. This period witnessed the production of the most remarkable illustrated narrative
handscrolls in Japanese history, which served as a model for artists in later periods. The research
examines them historically and analytically, identifying narrative styles in illustrated works. This
research focuses on three different categories of subject matter: firstly, court literature, as manifested
in “The Tale of Genji"; secondly, Buddhist stories, which produced the “Hungry Ghosts"; and thirdly,
historical events and battle scenes, from which the "Night Attack on the Sanjé Palace” was chosen.
Through a comparative analysis of different categories of subjects, the results revealed the distinctive
characteristics of Japanese narrative handscrolls.
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Carpenter, John T. and others, THE TALE OF GENIJI Japanese Classic Illuminated, a catalogue
published in conjunction with “The Tale of Genji: A Japanese Classic Illuminated,” on view at
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, from March 5 through June 16, 2019.

McCormick, Melissa. “The Tale of Genji: A Visual Companion”, (New Jersey: Princeton University
Press, 2018).

Paine, Robert Treat & Soper, Alexander. “The Art & Architecture of Japan”, Yale University Press &
Pelican History of Art, 1981.

Stanley-Baker, Joan. Japanese Art, World of Art, London, Thames & Hudson, 3rd edition, 2014.

Watanabe, Masako. “Storytelling in Japanese Art”, New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2012.
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Halldérsdottir, Bara Ying. Reflections of the Japanese society through Illustrated Handscrolls-
Examining societal views in Japan through painting techniques and story contexts within
illustrated handscrolls, Thesis for the B.A. Degree, University of Iceland, School of
Humanities, Japanese Language and Culture, 2019.

Watanabe, Masako.Narrative Framing in the “Tale of Genji Scroll”: Interior Space in the
Compartmentalized Emaki, Artibus Asiae, 1998, Vol. 58, No. /2 (1998), pp.115-145.

Jackson, Reginald. “Dying in Two Dimensions: Genji emaki and the Wages of Depth

Starr, Ruth. “Emaki innovation: The Scroll as a Medium for Depicting Time & Motion”,
(Architecture Association of Ireland: Building Material, autumn 2006, No. 15).

Museum Rietberg, an Exhibition report 2021.

Perception”, Mechademia: Second Arc, Vol. 7, Lines of Sight (2012), University of Minnesota Press,
pp.150-172.
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https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20211113/p2a/00m/0et/010000¢ (The Mainichi

Japan's National Daily Since 1922, accessed 13th March, 2025)

The illustration of "Takekawa" ("Bamboo River") I of the national treasure "The Tale of Genji
Illustrated Handscrolls" is seen at the Tokugawa Art Museum in Nagoya's Higashi Ward on
Nov. 12, 2021. (Mainichi/Koji Hyodo)

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-asia/art-japan/heian-period/a/illustrated-scroll-from-
the-tale-of-genji

https://digital.princeton.edu/heijiscroll/ (accessed 18" January 2025)

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Fenollosa-Weld Collection. Photograph ©Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston (accessed 15" January 2025)

https://www.kyohaku.go.jp/eng/collection/meihin/emaki/item03/ (accessed 8th March 2025)

https://collections.mfa.org/objects/24523/night-attack-on-the-sanjo-palace-from-the-illustrated-
scrol;jsessionid=0D7B317C7D0D7A8C5B8DD36AFB767B2F ?ctx=bbdb9e5c-eb63-41ea-
864e-ef538464107a&idx=4

Tales of Hungry Ghosts (Gaki zoshi) - Masterpieces of the KNM - Kyoto National Museum
https://www.kyohaku.go.jp/eng/collection/meihin/emaki/item03/

https://www.tokugawa-art-museum.jp/en/about/treasures/painting/post-01/

Willmann, Anna. “Yamato-e Painting.” In Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. New York:
TheMetropolitanMuseumofArt,2000http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/yama/hd yama.htm
(original published October 2003; last revised April 2013)

Willmann, Anna. “Japanese Illustrated Handscrolls.” In Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. New
York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2000—.
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/jilh/hd_jilh.htm (November 2012)

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/chapter-kashiwagi-%E2%85%A0from-the-tale-of-genji-
illustrated-scrolls/eQGdQJ-bdnUpkQ?hl=en (accessed 18" March 2025)

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/tales-of-hungry-ghosts-gaki-soshi-kyoto-national-
museum/ZQVByl- mamPJQ?hl=en
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/757478
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https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20211113/p2a/00m/0et/010000c
https://digital.princeton.edu/heijiscroll/
https://www.kyohaku.go.jp/eng/collection/meihin/emaki/item03/
https://www.kyohaku.go.jp/eng/collection/meihin/emaki/item03/
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/chapter-kashiwagi-%E2%85%A0from-the-tale-of-genji-illustrated-scrolls/eQGdQJ-bdnUpkQ?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/chapter-kashiwagi-%E2%85%A0from-the-tale-of-genji-illustrated-scrolls/eQGdQJ-bdnUpkQ?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/tales-of-hungry-ghosts-gaki-soshi-kyoto-national-museum/ZQVByl-_mamPJQ?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/tales-of-hungry-ghosts-gaki-soshi-kyoto-national-museum/ZQVByl-_mamPJQ?hl=en

