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"Foreign royal marriages and their impact on the balance
of power among the kingdoms of the ancient Near East
(Egypt, Mitanni, and Hittites)."

- Tharwat Hassan Abdel Rahim Abdel Majeed.

- Department of History, Faculty of Humanities, Al-Azhar
University.

- Email: Tarwatabdelrehem.56@azhar.edg.eq

Abstract:

Foreign royal marriages between ruling dynasties in the
kingdoms of the ancient Near East were a practice that appeared
and became clear in some of those kingdoms, through some
contemporary sources and documents of the event, and among the
oldest of these are the archives of the Kingdom of Ebla, which
were documented since the second millennium BC. Marriage
between families and ruling dynasties of the kingdoms of the
ancient Near East was a common matter, and it was an expression
of the extent of closeness and understanding that existed between
the kingdoms and kings at that time.

Political marriages and intermarriages were an expression of
friendly relations between two countries or the culmination of a
political treaty between two warring kings. This phenomenon
occurred frequently among many of the kingdoms of the ancient
Near East, including Egypt, Babylon, Mitanni, Hatti, Assyria, and
the Syrian kingdoms. It had both positive and negative effects,
which could alter and modify the balance of power between these
kingdoms. This phenomenon was most evident among the most
powerful kingdoms of the ancient Near East at the time (Egypt,
Mitanni, and Hittite), which competed for influence and
sovereignty in the ancient Near East politically, militarily, and
economically. It was a soft political diplomacy to avoid military
clashes and an effective tool for achieving a balance of power
between these kingdoms.

Keywords: Marriages, Roylism, Kingdoms, Egypt,
Mitanni, and Hittite.
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(2) Biga, M., “Femmes de la famille royale d’Ebla,” in J.M. Durand
(ed.), La femme dans le Proche-Orient antique,Paris, 1987, pp.45-47.
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-Alfonso Archi y Ebla and Its Archives: Texts, History,
and Society,SANER,7, De Gruyter, 2015,PP.77-93.
(3) Biga, M., “The Marriage of an Eblaite Princess with the King of
Dulu”, AOAT 412 (2014), pp.73-80.
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(1)Bryce,T.,Ancient Syria. A Three Thousand Year History, (Oxford,
2014), p.20.
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(2)Batto, B., Studies on Woman at Mari: Politics and Religion, Ph.D.
diss., (Johns Hopkins University, 1972), p.p.10,29.
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(2) Buccellati, Giorgio & Marilyn Kelley-Buccellati., The Roval Palace
at Urkesh and the daughter of Naram Sin. Les annales
archeologiques arabes syriennes, Vol. XLIV, (2001), pp. 63-69;
Biga, M. G. The Marriage of the Eblaite Princess Tagrish-Damu
with the Son of Nagar's King. Subartu IV, pp. 17-22; Hinz, W.
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Analytical Bibliography for the Pre Classic Periods. Subartu I,
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(1)Moran, W. L. The Amarna Letters. The Johns Hopkins Uni. Press,
Baltimore, and London, 1992,EA,4.4:9.
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(1) B. Lafont, « Relations Internationales, alliances et diplomatie au
temps des rois de Mari», dans J.-M. Durand etD.
Charpin (dir.), Amurru 2, Mari, Ebla et les Hourrites, Dix ans de
travaux, Paris, 2001, p. 213-328.
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(1) Knudtzon,J.A., Die EI-Amarna-Tafeln. J. C.Hinrichssche
Buchhandlung, Leipzig.1907-1915, p.12.
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(5)Batto, B., Studies on Woman at Mari: Politics and Religion, Ph.D.
diss., (Johns Hopkins University, 1972), p.p.10,29.
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Marchetti.N., Karkemish on the Euphrates: Excavating a City's

History, in Near Eastern Archaeology 75/3 (2012), pp. 132-147.
(2) Batto, B., Studies on Woman at Mari: Politics and Religion, p.73.
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University in Cairo, 2014,P.14.
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(1)Ahrens.A.,"A'Journey's End- Two Stone Vessels with Hieroglyphic
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in: Egypt and the Levant 16 , 2006,pp, 15-36
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(3)Redford, Donald B. Egypt, Canaan, and Israel in Ancient Times.
Princeton University Press, Princeton NJ, 1992, p. 157.
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b Abial) Lsal Byall jea " 1 Ciugd oo e gl jdas juxale -
(Y4 £ VAA)Y YY) (AVe syl alal A dae an @l Y1 Gyall el e

N4Y. e

(3)Ismail, Farouk,. Amarna International Correspondence, cuneiform
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