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Securing food for the revolutionary movements
during the Abbasid era "The Zanj Rebellion as a

model™ ( YV+-Yoo AH / AA¥- ANAAD).
Karim Abdel Maqgsoud Behatro Elsaber

Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Itay al-Baroud, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: KareemAlsaber.2034@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The research aims to highlight one of the main components
that the revolutionary movements relied on during the
Abbasid era, particularly the Zanj Rebellion. The leader of
that movement, Ali ibn Muhammad, recognized the
importance of food security, which served as the driving
force for its continuation from the beginning of his revolution
in 255 AH/868 AD until its end in 270 AH/883 AD. He
considered all possible ways and means to sustain his army
and followers by providing and securing food for them. The
research is organized into four sections preceded by an
introduction and followed by a conclusion, appendices, and
references. As for the introduction, it discussed securing food
for the revolutionary movements before the Zanj Rebellion.
The first section was titled "Seizing Food through Plunder
and Looting," and it talked about how food was obtained and
sent to the Zanj cities through their military expansions at
times and by seizing Abbasid state ships at other times. The
second section was titled "The Help of the Bedouins and
Others to the Zanj in Bringing Supplies and Securing the
Roads," and the third section was titled ""The Markets of the
Zanj Cities," which discussed the importance of these
markets in the food security process for the Zanj Revolution.
The fourth section was titled "Other Methods and Means,"
and it discussed other methods and means that played an
effective role in the food security process, such as
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agriculture, taxes, truces, and storage. The research
concluded with a summary that included the most important
findings, the most significant of which were: that food
security was the main reason for the success of the Zanj
Rebellion, its control over vast lands, military victories,
popular support, and the improvement of living conditions.
The researcher suggested conducting more studies on food
security for revolutionary movements during the Abbasid era
In other important geographical areas. important geographical

.areas
Keywords: Food, Security, Zanj, Revolutionary movements,
Abbasid era.
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