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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the motivations behind university students' use of educational podcasts
and the resulting gratifications.

The study used the uses and gratifications theory as a theoretical framework for the study, and was applied to
an intentional sample of (600) educational podcast users from university students (private and public) across
various theoretical and practical colleges, using an electronic questionnaire.

The study found that the largest percentage of university students follow educational podcasts (when needed),
and that mobile phones topped the technological media through which they follow podcasts. It indicated that
cognitive, academic, and convenience motivations were prominent, while entertainment and social motivations
ranked lower. Educational, cognitive, and entertainment gratifications were prominent, while social and personal
gratifications ranked lower. The study also indicated that educational podcasts met university students' needs at
an average level, and that ease of access and flexibility topped the positives of educational podcasts. Lack of
interaction topped the negatives of educational podcasts, and reliance on reliable sources topped university

students' suggestions for developing educational podcasts.
Keywords: University Students- Educational Podcasts- Uses and Gratifications
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