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Examples of the Brethren of Purity’s Interpretations of Qur’anic Verses
in Light of the Creed of Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jama‘ah

Alanoud bint Abdullah Al-Sheikh

Department of Creed and Contemporary Doctrines -Department
of Islamic Studies College of Education — King Saud University

E-mail: aalanoud@ksu.edu.sa
Abstract:

This study explores selected examples of the Brethren of Purity’s
(Ikhwan al-Safa’) interpretations of Qur’anic verses, focusing
specifically on their Ninth Epistle, which addresses the topic of ethics
and its classifications. This epistle was chosen as a case study due to
its inclusion of numerous Qur’anic citations that are interpreted by the
Brethren in ways that deviate from the sound methodology upheld by
Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jamda‘ah. The most notable feature of the
Brethren's interpretations is their heavy reliance on philosophical
reasoning. Their approach often aims to reconcile Islamic teachings
with Greek philosophy, which frequently results in distorted
understandings and misinterpretations of the intended meanings of
the divine texts. Moreover, their epistles recurrently cite Qur’anic
verses in fragmented or imprecise forms, and they at times rely on
weak or unauthenticated prophetic traditions (ahadith). The
researcher employed a critical and analytical methodology,
referencing classical exegeses by leading Sunni scholars such as lbn
Kathir and al-Tabart (may Allah have mercy on them), to highlight the
fundamental differences between philosophical reinterpretation and
orthodox Islamic exegesis. The study concludes that the Brethren’s
approach represents an attempt at syncretism between Islamic
revelation and foreign philosophy, underscoring the need for further
scholarly investigation into their works, especially in analyzing the
remaining Qur’anic verses and hadiths in accordance with the
methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jama‘ah.

Keywords: Ikhwan al-Safad’, interpretation, philosophy, Qur’anic
verses
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