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Abstract

Tourism is a pillar for maintaining cultural heritage; it also serves as a
productive activity with a positive impact on many economic, social, and
cultural aspects by promoting economic growth rates, increasing income
levels, achieving balanced regional development, and stimulating private
sector investments in infrastructure and tourism services. It can also be
viewed as a bridge connecting peoples and civilizations and works to
enhance human and cultural interdependence and achieve the desired
openness of the other and human civilizations.

The importance of tourism as a productive sector with a significant
impact on the economic, social, and cultural aspects aligns with the
vision of economic modernization in Jordan, which focuses on
stimulating sustainable economic growth and enhancing investment in
promising sectors, including tourism. Tourism is a key component in
achieving the goals of this vision by boosting the sector's contribution to
GDP, creating job opportunities for young Jordanians, attracting both
local and foreign investments, and playing a central role in preserving
cultural heritage. Furthermore, by highlighting unique tourist sites in
Jordan, including shrines and historical and religious landmarks, a
balance can be achieved between economic growth and cultural
preservation, contributing to comprehensive and sustainable development
across various governorates, in line with the pillars of the economic
modernization vision.

In recent years, tourism has become geographically widespread, and
tourism trends have diversified after being confined to America and
Europe at a rate of 4Y7Z in Yde+, This percentage decreased to almost half
after the shares of developing countries increased in Asia, Africa, South
America, and Eastern Europe. The motive behind these changes was
tourism related to nature, the environment, wildlife, rural, cultural, and
religious areas, as tourists finally began to have cultural interests and a
growing sense of the environment and its importance, and this is
confirmed by the continuous rise in the number of international tourists
from one year to the next, as statistics showed. The World Tourism
Organization stated that the European continent occupied (¢V%) of the
total number of international tourists for several years, followed by Asia
and the Pacific (Y¢7%), then America (Y°7), Africa (°7%), and the Middle
East (£¢7), (UNWTO Y1),
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This research paper will deal with the definition of the tourism industry
and its development by talking about the modern trends of tourism and
its development, the growth in the number of tourists, and their
geographical distribution on the world map. Additionally, it will discuss
Middle Eastern tourism, with particular attention to Jordan's actual
tourism situation and the related growth in the hospitality industry. This
study aims to shed light on the religious and cultural tourism product (the
shrines of the Companions) in the Karak Governorate, which served as
the entry point for the Islamic conquest of the Middle East and Europe.
The governorate saw the greatest invasions of Muslims from the southern
Hijaz and Byzantines from the Levant, Turkey, and North Africa.
Additionally, it discusses the development of tourist facilities,
employment, and the elements of tourist attractions that characterize and
abound with it.

Key words, Tourism in Jordan, Religious Tourism, Tourism

Development, Islamic Shrines
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