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Women's attitudes towards violence against them and their relationship to
some demographic variables in the State of Kuwait

Najla Sabah Al-Sanafi , Dr. Fatima Salama Ayyad &Prof. Dr. Hesham Fathy
Gad El Rabb
Abstract
Objectives: The current study aimed to identify women’s attitudes toward
violence perpetrated against them and to examine the relationship between
these attitudes and certain demographic variables: monthly income level and
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governorate of residence. Additionally, it sought to investigate differences
between males and females regarding attitudes toward violence against
women. Methodology: The study employed a descriptive approach. The
sample consisted of 189 married participants, including 133 females and 56
males. The study utilized the "Attitudes Toward Violence Against Wives"
scale, developed by Al-Farazia, which comprises four dimensions:
psychological abuse, causing harm, insult and humiliation, and control and
dominance. Results: Statistical analysis revealed statistically significant
differences in participants’ attitudes toward violence against women based on
governorate of residence, specifically in the dimensions of psychological
abuse and causing harm. However, these differences were not significant in
the dimensions of insult and humiliation or control and dominance. The
results also indicated statistically significant differences in the psychological
abuse dimension based on monthly income level, while monthly income was
not a determining factor in the dimensions of causing harm, insult and
humiliation, or control and dominance. Furthermore, the findings showed a
positive and significant correlation between women'’s participation in efforts
to combat violence and their attitudes toward the dimensions of insult and
humiliation and control and dominance. However, no correlation was found
between participation in anti-violence efforts and the dimensions of
psychological abuse or causing harm. Regarding gender differences, there
were statistically significant differences attributed to gender in attitudes
toward psychological abuse, causing harm, and insult and humiliation, but
not in the dimension of control and dominance. Conclusion: The study’s
findings were discussed in light of previous research, and several
recommendations were proposed, most notably the need to raise community
awareness about the short- and long-term negative effects of violence.
Keywords: Women’s attitudes, violence, psychological abuse, control,
dominance
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