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The Palestinian Education System's Response to
Educational Challenges in Emergencies: A Qualitative
Study of the Educational Process and Evaluation
During the Y+ YY¥ Gaza War

Abstract

This qualitative study explores the challenges of assessing
Palestinian primary school students during the Y+ YY—Y+Y{ war
on Gaza. Based on in-depth interviews with senior education
officials from the Palestinian Ministry of Education and
UNRWA, the study reveals that the war severely disrupted
formal education, pushing schools to adopt emergency
alternatives such as digital platforms (Microsoft Teams, WISE)
and WhatsApp-based communication.

The findings show that assessment practices were largely
formative and improvised, with no unified standards. Beyond
infrastructure destruction and staff shortages, the study
highlights broader socio-economic issues like child labor, food
insecurity, and psychological trauma. It recommends
developing a national emergency education plan, enhancing
inter-agency coordination, implementing flexible formative
assessment tools, and reaffirming education as a fundamental
human right on par with food and shelter.

Key Words: Education in Emergencies, War on Gaza,
Educational challenges, Evaluation for learning
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