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Abstract

This study examines a selected group of paper manuscripts from the New Valley Governorate in the
Arab Republic of Egypt, with a focus on pages from a jurisprudential manuscript titled Introduction of
Ibn Rushd by Sidi Abd al-Rahman al-Ruq‘i, dated to the 19th century. The study aims to identify the
source and type of paper used, in addition to determining the types of inks employed. The research
methodology relied on visual examination, photographic documentation, and the use of design software
such as Photoshop, Illustrator, and AutoCAD, in addition to the use of a light microscope, a scanning
electron microscope equipped with an energy-dispersive X-ray analysis unit (SEM-EDX), and Fourier-
transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR). The study’s results revealed that the paper originated from the
city of Venice (Venezia) in Italy and that the manuscripts contain black iron gall ink, along with the use
of red ochre (iron oxide) as a coloring material, with Arabic gum used as a binding medium for the inks.
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