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The Coinage of Banu Pishkin Maliks of Ahar in Azerbaijan (591-623 AH /
1194-1226 AD)

A Descriptive, Analytical, and Inductive Study
Dr. Othman Salama Attia Mohamed

Lecturer of Islamic Archaeology& Numismatics, Faculty of Archaeology, Luxor University,
Egypt
Abstract:

The Pishkinid dynasty is traced back to a prince of Georgian origin named Pishkin, who
migrated to Persia during the reign of the Seljuk Sultan Alp Arslan (455-465 AH / 1063—-1072 AD).
Initially Pishkin was a Christian, but as a gesture of gratitude for Sultan Alp Arslan’s favor, he converted
to Islam. Following this, he established the ruling dynasty, which made the city of Ahar, located in the
Azerbaijan region, its seat of power and became known thereafter as the Pishkinid dynasty of the kings
of Ahar.

Initially, the Pishkinid dynasty was subordinated to the Seljuk empire. As that empire weakened
and collapsed, their allegiance shifted to Ildegizids, the Atabegs of Azerbaijan, who solidified their
control over the region. Later, their allegiance shifted again to Khwarizmshahs, when Sultan Jalal ad-
Din Mangubarni managed to seize Azerbaijan in 622 AH /1225 AD. With the fall of Khwarizmshahs,
the Pishkinid dynasty disappeared from the political scene in the Islamic East.

This study provides a descriptive, analytical, and inductive examination of the coins of the
Pishkinid rulers in Ahar, considering them as a primary source for identifying the rulers of this dynasty
and determining the exact periods of their reigns. The study aims to fill the historical gap left by the
available historical sources regarding the rulers of this dynasty, shedding light, through the coins, on
the history of this ruling family. As such, this study makes a significant and important contribution to
the study of the coinage of the Azerbaijan region in particular, and to Islamic numismatic studies in
general.

Keywords:
Pishkin; Azerbaijan Atabegs; Coins; Copper dirham; Ahar.
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