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The German Arabic-speaking Media Discourse on Syrian

Immigrant Women:
Between Cultural and Religious Identity and Integration
Requirements

Study Abstract:

This study focuses on to identify the features of the media discourse of German Arabic-
speaking websites on Syrian immigrant women, since the great wave of Syrian immigration
after 2015 until 2023.

this research aims to monitor and interpret the narratives and theses presented by the German
Arabic-speaking media on the issue of immigration and immigrants, and how it addresses
issues such as the veil, the work of immigrant women, gender-based violence, and immigrant
women between identity and integration.

Tracing the discourse of German Arabic media websites reveals the problem of the prevailing
stereotypes about immigrant women, and the tendency to portray Syrian women as either
victims of their cultural and religious backgrounds or symbols of resistance to Western
standards.

The research findings indicate that while some media coverage highlights the success stories
of Syrian women in the workforce and society, much of the media discourse reinforces
stereotypes, such as portraying the headscarf as a barrier to integration or focusing
excessively on gender-based violence. In addition, the study reveals an underrepresentation
of Syrian women’s voices in the media, with narratives often shaped by other actors rather
than women themselves.

Based on the research findings, the researcher recommends more balanced media coverage —
highlighting the challenges and achievements of Syrian migrant women, while emphasizing
their agency and diverse experiences. Such an approach could contribute to a more
comprehensive and accurate understanding of the integration or coexistence of migrant
women in Germany.

Keywords: Migration, Syrian women, Integration, Headscarf, Migrant
women’s work, Religious identity.
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