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Generality and Specificity in the Verses According to Abu Hayyan in
His Tafsir: A Theoretical and Applied Study
Fatimah bint ‘Abd al-Aziz ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Sudays
Department of Qur’an and Its Sciences, College of Shari‘ah and Islamic
Studies,
Qassim University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: fff19997@gmail.com
Abstract:
Among the most significant, beneficial, and comprehensive topics in the
sciences of tafsir and usil al-figh is the study of ‘umim (generality) and

khusts (specificity), as these principles enable a clear understanding of divine
discourse and its intended meaning. Abli Hayyan al-Andalusi devoted
considerable attention to these principles in his tafsir, meticulously applying
them to Qur’anic verses and aligning them with established juristic rules, as
well as with relevant prophetic ahadith.

This study aims to elucidate Abii Hayyan’s methodological approach to
applying the principles of generality and specificity in his tafsir, to analyze
the linguistic formulations he employed, and to examine the verses he
interpreted as specified and those he maintained in their general form. The
researcher adopted a descriptive, comparative, and inductive methodology,
surveying Abl Hayyan’s tafsir, tracing his applications of these principles,
analyzing and evaluating them, and comparing his approach to that of al-
Qurtubi.

The study concludes that among the most notable features of Abt Hayyan’s
treatment of generality and specificity are his ability to precisely identify their
types in the Qur’an, to link them to derived juristic rulings, and to highlight
aspects of rhetorical inimitability (i'jaz balaghil) in various contexts—
reflecting the depth and comprehensiveness of his exegetical method.
Furthermore, Abu Hayyan refrained from departing from the general meaning
of a term except for well-established reasons, most notably: conflict with a
Qur’anic verse or prophetic hadith indicating specification, contravention of
consensus, contextual indicators of specification, or opposition to linguistic
principles, sensory evidence, or practical realities.

The study recommends further comparative scholarly research on the
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application of generality and specificity in various works of tafsir, with the
aim of analyzing these principles and clarifying points of agreement and
divergence among exegetes—thus contributing to a more precise
understanding of their methodological approaches in this field.

Keywords: generality and specificity; Abii Hayyan; al-Bahr al-Muhit in tafsir;
verses of generality and specificity.
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