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The Relationship Between Empowerment and Charitable Endowment
in the Story of Dhul-Qarnayn: An Objective Study

Shumoukh Abdullah Saeed Al-Qarni
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Abstract:

This research addresses the relationship between empowerment in the story

of Dhul-Qarnayn and charitable endowment (waqf), through an objective

study of the noble verse: JHe said: 'That in which my Lord has established me

is better' ¢in Surat Al-Kahf, and clarifying the complementary relationship

between the concepts of empowerment and charitable endowment in light of

this noble verse. The research begins by analyzing the concept of

empowerment in the Holy Quran linguistically and terminologically, its

types, causes, and conditions, with examples of empowerment from the

stories of prophets and righteous people. Then, it moves to interpret the noble
verse: JHe said: 'That in which my Lord has established me is better' ¢(by
explaining its context, the sayings of exegetes regarding it, its interpretive
connotations, and the lessons learned from it. After that, the research
discusses the concept of waqf in Islam, its rulings, and types, and highlights
the relationship between empowerment and waqf in light of the noble verse,
showing that the relationship between empowerment and waqf'is a strong and
multifaceted interconnected relationship, not a necessary concomitance. The
research concluded that empowerment is a divine grant that necessitates
gratitude, and wagqf is one of the most important forms of this gratitude, and
that the relationship between them is complementary, contributing to
comprehensive community development. The objective interpretation of this
noble verse also revealed a great Quranic principle: that empowerment which
does not transform into a purely beneficial endowment for the sake of Allah
Almighty is incomplete empowerment or prone to decay, whereas
empowerment coupled with waqf is what yields civilization, immortalizes
remembrance, and fulfills Allah's will on Earth.
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