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Orientalist Objections to Qur’anic Readings:
A Critical Study of Selected Cases
Maha bint Faleh Al-Juhani
Department of Islamic Studies, College of Sharia and Law,
University of Tabuk, Tabuk, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: mahaljuhani@ut.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study seeks to present and critically examine a number of objections
raised by Orientalists concerning the Qur’anic readings (qira’at). It clarifies
the meaning of these readings, verifies their attribution to the original
authorities through primary sources, and offers an objective scholarly
refutation of such objections. The study further investigates the
methodological foundations upon which these Orientalist claims were
constructed.

Adopting a critical analytical methodology, the research collects and
documents the objections, traces them to their original sources, dissects and
analyzes their components, and highlights their underlying assumptions. It
then proceeds to critique these objections by identifying their methodological
flaws and inconsistencies with established scholarly principles, all while
maintaining fairness and objectivity. Both textual and rational evidences are
presented, accompanied by detailed discussions of their interpretive
implications and responses to potential counterarguments.

The study concludes with reaffirmation of the divine promise to preserve the
Qur’an, despite persistent attempts to cast doubt or sow confusion around its
authenticity. It demonstrates that Orientalist critiques often rely on
undermining foundational aspects of the Qur’an, distorting established facts,
and presenting imaginative speculations devoid of substantiating evidence.
Their arguments frequently lack scholarly rigor, relying instead on fabricated
or weak narrations and ignoring the critical role of isnad (chains of
transmission), a cornerstone of Islamic epistemology that is absent in Western
tradition.

The findings also reveal a profound lack of understanding among many
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Orientalists regarding the structure and syntax of the Arabic language, which
has led them to propose deviant interpretations and untenable conclusions
regarding the Qur’anic readings.

Keywords: Orientalist Objections — Qur’anic Readings (Qira’at) — Mushaf
Orthography (rasm al-Mushaf) — Doubts.
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