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The Meaning of the Term “Laysa bi-1-Qaw1” According to
Imam Abua Bakr Al-Bazzar:
An Applied Analytical Study
Abdullah Al-Bastawisi Abdullah Al-Qasabi
Department of Hadith and Its Sciences, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies
for Men, Desougq,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt
Email: kaspy455@gmail.com
Abstract:
This study aims to clarify the intended meaning of a key term used in the
discipline of al-jarh wa al-ta'dil (narrator criticism and authentication).

Specifically, it investigates the implications of the phrase “laysa bi-l1-qaw1”
(“not strong”) as used by Imam Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar (may Allah have mercy
on him) in his renowned hadith collection Musnad Al-Bazzar, published
under the title Al-Bahr Al-Zakhkhar.

The narrators to whom Al-Bazzar applied this term have been categorized
into three groups:

1. Those about whom he used the term laysa bi-l-qaw1 in an unrestricted
sense.

2. Those about whom he used it in conjunction with another term of jarh
(narrator criticism).

3. Those about whom he used it alongside a term of ta'dil (authentication).
For each narrator, the study presents a brief biographical entry, listing the full
name and any available assessments—both positive and negative—by hadith
critics. Each entry begins with Al-Bazzar’s exact wording and concludes with
a judgment of the narrator’s status based on established principles of al-jarh
wa al-ta‘dil.

The study concludes that the term laysa bi-1-qaw1 as used by Al-Bazzar varies
in connotation depending on context. When used alone, it generally indicates
that the narrator ranges between weak and very weak. When paired with
another term of jarh, the narrator is typically very weak. If it appears alongside
a term of ta“dil, the narrator is weak but not severely so.

Keywords: Al-Bazzar — Not Strong (laysa bi-l-qaw1) — Al-jarh wa Al-ta“dil
(narrator criticism and authentication)
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