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Abstract:

Cybercrimes, particularly cyber piracy, represent one of the most
pressing legal challenges in the digital era. This research explores the
legal framework governing the crime of cyber piracy under Qatari
Law No. 14 of 2014 on Cybercrime, with a specific focus on
analyzing its legal elements and associated penalties. The study also
offers a comparative assessment with the legislative approaches of the
United Arab Emirates, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia.

Adopting a multi-method legal approach—analytical, comparative,
and descriptive—the research reveals that while the Qatari legislation
marked an important step in criminalizing cyber activities, it still
suffers from significant shortcomings. These include the absence of
explicit provisions on attempt and complicity in cyber offenses,
limited application of supplementary and preventive penalties, and
insufficient coverage of modern forms of cyber piracy such as Al-
based attacks and dark web crimes.

The study concludes with several critical recommendations: the
necessity of amending the law to explicitly criminalize attempted and
participatory cyber acts, introducing technologically tailored
sanctions, establishing specialized prosecutorial and judicial units,
and adopting a periodic legislative review mechanism. Such reforms
are essential for enhancing Qatar’s criminal policy and ensuring
effective legal protection in the cyberspace, in line with contemporary

legislative standards.
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