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The Refugees Crisis between Climate Change and
Political Conflict: Sudanese Refugees in Egypt as A
Model

Dr. Hanan Mohammed Hafez
Abstract:

This study aims to explore Sudanese refugees’ perceptions of the
role that climate change and political conflicts play, along with the
relationship between the two factors in the Sudan crisis, It also
examines the subsequent repercussions of this crisis, including the
challenges that Sudanese refugees face after seeking asylum in
Egypt. This goal is approached within the framework of risk society
theory, and theoretical perspectives concerning the complex
interconnection between climate change, conflict, and displacement.
Additionally, the study addresses the concept of the environmental
refugees, and aspects of refugee integration in host countries. The
study utilizes a descriptive analytical approach, supported by in-
depth interview guides. A sample of (48) cases refugees in Giza
Governorate was selected for qualitative analysis. Key findings
reveal that these refugees perceive an indirect link between climate
change and political conflict, where climate change exacerbated the
factors contributing to political unrest but was not a direct cause,
Sudanese refugees in the study demonstrate a high level of social
integration within Egyptian society, however, they still face -
significant challenges, primarily economic difficulties, such as high
housing rents, lack of stable income, and rising educational costs.
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To address these challenges, the refugees (case studies) rely on
various support mechanism, primarily organizations concerned with
their protection in host countries, such as the United Nations High
Commissioner for refugees (UNHCR) and the Sudanese embassy in
Cairo. Additionally, Sudanese refugees receive support from fellow
Sudanese and Egyptians. They also indicated that their return to
Sudan is contingent upon the end of political conflicts and the
restoration of political stability, which is essential for the desired
restoration return developmental projects.

Keywords:

Refugees, Climate Change, Political Conflict, Sudan Crisis, Social
Integration.
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