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The Manifestations of Dystopia in
Contemporary Egyptian Novels

"A Study in the Sociology of Literature"
Dr. Walaa Asaad Abdel Gawaad Abdel Halim
Abstract:

This study examines the manifestations of dystopia (the
corrupt city) in two novels by Egyptian writer and novelist Ahmed
Khaled Tawfik: "Utopia" and "In the Rat Corridor." The research
draws on two theories: the "Risk Society" by German sociologist
Ulrich Beck and "Liquid Evil" by Polish sociologist Zygmunt
Bauman. Methodologically, the study employed content analysis

and qualitative discourse analysis of the selected novels.

The study reached several key findings, notably the prominent
appearance of various dystopian manifestations in both novels.
The narratives portray two distinct worlds: an imagined world
where individuals are unhappy despite enjoying luxury, and a
world increasingly plagued by poverty, injustice, murder, and
disease. Textual analysis further revealed the narrative discourse's
ability to embody dystopian characteristics such as eroded citizen
rights, the crisis facing corrupt cities, a grim future prediction for
Arab societies, the vanishing middle class, and the emergence of
conflict between the elite wealthy class and the struggling
working class residing in impoverished popular areas. The author
skillfully utilized the events of both novels to serve the social

context within the narrative discourse.

Keywords:
Dystopia, Utopia, In the Rat Corridor, Ahmed Khaled Tawfik
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