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BIOPOLITICS AND THE STATE OF EXCEPTION
AN APPLIED SOCIAL STUDY ON THE WAR ON
GAZA: BETWEE LIFE AND DEATH "

Dr. Naiera Mohamed Elwan

Abstract:

This research paper is the outcome of two parallel
investigative tracks. The first is a theoretical track, integrating
Michel Foucault’s ideas on biopolitics and Giorgio Agamben’s
theory of the state of exception. The second track is rooted in lived
reality—specifically, the situation in Gaza, considered a unique
case of exception. The main research question this paper seeks to
answer is: What biopolitical strategies has the occupying entity
employed in its war on Gaza? And: How has the state of exception
been implemented in Gaza? Several sub-questions emerge from
this main question: How has Foucault’s concept of biopolitics
been interpreted in sociological thought and academic research as
a framework for preserving human life? When and how do
intersections between biopolitics and legal systems emerge,
giving rise to what Agamben described as a “state of exception”?
Does Gaza represent a model of the state of exception? What
patterns of biopolitical governance were employed during the war
on Gaza? How has the global contemporary scene been shaped by
the war on Gaza and this exceptional state? The paper adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing secondary analysis
methodology and qualitative content analysis across a range of

news channels, social media platforms, and both international and
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Palestinian official publications and reports. Among the study’s
key findings is the emergence of a concept of “dark biopolitics”
within a uniquely suspended legal and humanitarian context—one
where both positive law and human rights frameworks were lifted.
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