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Egyptian Youth's Presentation of
Themselves in the Digital Space

""A Study Through the Lens of Erving Goffman’s
Impression Management Theory**

Dr. Marwa Soliman Ali

Abstract:

In today's digital age, the digital space has become a pivotal
platform for social interaction, offering youth unprecedented
opportunities to express themselves in multiple ways, shaping their
identities and constructing their self-images. This study, grounded in
Erving Goffman's theory of impression management, aims to explore
the motivations behind young people's pursuit of positive self-
presentation on social media platforms, the strategies they employ,
and the role of the digital space in shaping their identities. To achieve
these objectives, the study employed a social survey using an online
questionnaire, with a sample size of (312) participants.

The study found that young people use the digital space to construct
and present a positive self-image driven by the desire for social
belonging and acceptance. They employ various strategies to manage
their online impressions, often creating idealized self-presentations that
may not fully reflect reality. Based on these findings, the study
recommends focusing on developing awareness programs to educate
individuals about the impact of idealized digital images and to teach
them how to build authentic and sustainable self-images.

Keywords:

Digital space, Impression management theory, Erving Goffman.
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