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Quba Mosque in Medina during the 10th—11th centuries AH /
16th—17th centuries CE: An Archaeological and Architectural
Study in Light of Illustrations from Manuscript Copies of Futuh al-
Haramayn

Summary:

This study examines Quba Mosque in Medina during the
10th-11th centuries AH (16th-17th centuries CE) through an
architectural and archaeological analysis of its depictions in
illustrated manuscript copies of "Futuh al-Haramayn." The
research focuses on analyzing the architectural drawings found in
these manuscripts, given Quba Mosque's historical and
archaeological significance as one of Islam's oldest mosques.
Investigating this period illuminates a crucial phase of its
architectural development before modern expansions.The "Futuh
al-Haramayn" manuscript illustrations serve as valuable visual
documents that enable comparison between the mosque's
depicted architectural form and both archaeological evidence and
historical sources. The study aims to compare these illustrations
with physical remains and historical records, evaluating their
accuracy in representing the mosque's actual architecture or any
deviations.

Methodologically, the research employs a descriptive-
analytical comparative approach to examine Quba Mosque's
architectural and decorative elements as portrayed in the
manuscript illustrations. It systematically analyzes these
architectural depictions and compares them with historical sources
and the mosque's actual structure during the 10th-11th centuries
AH/16th-17th centuries CE.

The investigation examined twenty-three copies of "Futuh al-
Haramayn" manuscripts housed in various international museums,
yielding several significant findings. It illuminated the mosque's
archaeological and architectural characteristics during the studied
period, revealing its complete architectural form with all structural
components. The study documented Ottoman modifications to the
mosque while demonstrating that the manuscript illustrations
generally captured Quba Mosque's overall form - most prominently
featuring the courtyard, gibla portico, and minaret, though often
omitting finer architectural details like the side and northern
porticoes.

The research found that illustrators particularly emphasized
the qibla portico, representing it through arcades of arches
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overlooking the courtyard. Some copies accurately depicted either
the pointed arches, their precise number, or the floral crenellations
adorning the gibla portico facade. The illustrations employed a
simplified topographical style without meticulous attention to detail,
resulting in inconsistent projection perspectives where some
elements appear in side view while others are shown from above.
Key conclusions include: the existence of a strong text-image
relationship where illustrations visually guide readers to important
sites; the artists' tendency toward schematic rather than realistic
representations of the mosque's architecture; and notable
variations between manuscript copies due to differing artistic skills
and schools. Despite these variations, the study concludes that
"Futuh al-Haramayn" illustrations constitute an invaluable resource
for understanding Quba Mosque's Islamic architecture during the
10th-11th centuries AH, while wunderscoring the essential
integration of visual and textual sources in archaeological and
architectural research.
Keywords: Arts - Illustration - Manuscripts - Futuh al-Haramayn -
Mosque - Quba - Muhyi al-Din Lari.
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