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“The Legal Position of the Polish widow in the
Second half of the Fourteenth Century AD: the
Question of the Dowry as a Model”

Abstract:

The Polish widow represented a unique social group, living
between the hammer of age-old customs and traditions, and the anvil
of losing her economic and familial foundation following her
husband's death. With his passing, the woman not only lost her life
partner but also the source of her financial and social security. This
often rendered her life fraught with hardships and harsh conditions.
Despite these challenges, the Polish widow was not deprived of
certain legal rights, the most prominent of which was her right to the
dowry. This study aims to shed light on the legal status of the Polish
widow during the second half of the fourteenth Century, with a
particular focus on the issue of the dowry. To achieve this, the study
addresses several main themes, beginning with a definition of the
dowry, passing through its various forms and the methods of
documenting it. It also explores the mechanisms by which the Polish
widow could reclaim her dowry, the conditions under which she might
forfeit it, and its fate in the presence of her husband's debts.
Furthermore, the research does not overlook the impact of the widow's
remarriage on her eligibility for the dowry and concludes by
discussing her right to freely manage her personal property. The
researcher relied on the historical method, through collecting material
from various sources and references, analyzing it, and deriving
conclusions from it.

Keywords: Legal status —Polish widow—Dowry —Laws— Second half —
14th Century AD —Customs and Traditions.
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