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The Social Conditions of the Trucial States (1820-1971)

Abstract:

This study focuses on the social conditions of the Trucial States
from the early 1820s to the early 1970s. The dual authority system,
comprising British colonial power (the British authority) and local
authority (the Sheikdoms), cast significant shadows on the social
structure of the Trucial States. The British dominance over the region
emerged in 1820, marking the geographical formation of the Emirates
through their political system (treaties and naval military power). The
British authority assumed sovereignty to maximize commercial
exploitation when it served their interests, extending their influence
over the maritime economy while leaving the desert-dwelling society
impoverished and underdeveloped, disconnected from their Arab
surroundings.

Over time, the discovery of oil (the giant of politics and
economy) brought significant transformations to the international
stage. Britain, too, approached this scene with calculated strength and
caution as it crafted its withdrawal strategy. However, the unifying
drive emerged as a call for justice, championed by Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, who led the awakening of a society towards
building the United Arab Emirates.

Keywords: Trucial States, British Authority, Local Authority,
Sheikhdoms, Rulers, Society.
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2) National Library & Archives. FDR 228 Perpetual Maritime Peace

signed by the Trucial chiefs through the mediation of the British
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the United Kingdom.
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