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The Royal Military College of Science in Shrivenham
and its scientific role in studying the Technological
Implications of the Arab-Israeli War 1973 and its
international repercussions

(May 21-29, 1974)

Abstract:

In May 1974, the Royal Army Education Corps organized a
summer school at the Royal Military College of Science in
Shrivenham, United Kingdom, to deliver a series of lectures and
discussions related to the October 1973 Arab-Israeli War. The lectures
were presented by several members of the UK military faculty and
covered various topics, most notably satellite technology, military
communications systems, and the war's impact on international
relations.The lectures highlighted the military maneuvers of both the
Soviet Union and the United States in the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, as
both powers prepared for the potential prolongation of the war in the
Middle East. Both sides also hinted at the possibility of nuclear
escalation if either were to directly enter the conflict, given their
advanced nuclear capabilities. The war coincided with ongoing
negotiations between the two superpowers on limiting the
proliferation of nuclear weapons.The speakers also discussed how the
war influenced the political stances of the major nuclear powers. The
lectures were delivered to postgraduate students, including senior
officers and commanders from the British Army, officials from the
UK Ministry of Defence, and directors of the Royal Army Education
Corps.The Royal Army Education Corps maintained the school as a
military institution under the name "School of Technology" in
Shrivenham. Additionally, the Corps distributed summaries of the
war's technological implications to various military, political, and
educational institutions inside and outside the UK. The goal was to
provide insight into the evolving nature of modern military conflicts
and the corresponding policies of major world powers.

Keywords: The Royal Military College of Science — The Royal Army
Educational Corps (RAEC) — The Electronic War of Yom Kippur —
Nuclear Technology — Bab EI Mandeb.
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1- Subrahmanyam , K:" The Lessons of the 1973 Arab-Israeli War",
Strategic Analysis, Volume 48, Issue 3, UK, 2024.

2- Hughes Geraint: " Britain the Transatlantic Alliance and the Arab-
Israeli War of the 1973", Journal of Cold War Studies, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) Press ,Volume 10, Issue 2, USA, 2008.
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